MK [betow] a warld
apart from the mk3,
offering rich, confidence-
insgiring feedback. It's a
similar story for the mk2
[ede], albeit with o slightly
mare mature heel,

Top Lokt mk1 s 1.4-1ire
mistor perfectly adequate

=) ‘The way it
flows is exceptional’

shley Oliver's early Eunos
Roadster V-Spee is typical of
the Japanese impores you can
pick up i the UK woday for
as lictde as 300K, Andar's a
cracking little car — lirtle being
the operative word because,
after the mk3, it feels tny. Also rather onny, and
certainly less structurally saff. Though the nde
is quire soft, big potholes or ridges send a real
shimmy through the body that you just don't get
in the new car,

Bur never mind the scructure. Ir's whars going
on down at tarmac level and in the steering and
suspension that really mareers. And nght away the
sTeenngE’s an improvement, wich 2 more natural
response and weighning, and offening a detmled
stream of information aboue the surface and the
tvres hold onoe By about the thind corner, 'm
starting to feel thee car understeer. No big deal,
you'd think, bur after the glazed -over sensations ol

the mk3s it makes me want to shour ‘Eurekal’

You feel closer to the action at the rear oo,
and you can sense subtle shifts in loadings on all
four ryres — plump 185 /605 on dinky 14in nims,
Crucially, front and rear feel as though they're
working together, as though damping, peomerery,
roll — everything —is perfectly in tune. The résult
is thar you're much happier to drve the carup o
and over its admattedly fairly modest limits, the
feeling of intimacy enhanced by vour proxiniry
tor the road. And while the linle Eunos hasn't got
the weight of punch of the new 2.0, the 1.6 moror
l;l]i]1$ sweet l\." :i[ll'.! !]i]Y an I“_'L' I':Ih]} Lk} .“.. I[‘S |dc~'|.”'l.
matched to the chassis.

Jetheo's never driven a mk1 MX-5 beforé and
he climbs onr grinning. “I'm amazed ar juse how
much fun it is. The way it flows across the ground
is quite exceprional. And it feels exacely as it looks:
light, responsive and easy o exploir,

“The engine isn't a ball of fire, but it's more than
capable of working the tyres hard. You can sense
the chassis shifting 15 balance even in quicker
third-gear corners, the tal edging out if you carry
a bit too much speed into the murn — bue ic's all
in slow motion, and you don't so much wind-on
opposite lock as just reduce vour steering angle
s that the car dnfits through the corners all-of-
a-piece, In slower mens you can kick the il our
mare dramancally, but again i's easy w control.
I'd put mine away in the dry summer months and
revive it for the winter!”

The mk2 may look quite different, burir's
essentially the same car, just a bir more grown-up,
a litele sulffer serucrurally, a touch more refined,

Andrew Ackerman’s lare mk2 (known asa 2.5 in
MX-5 circles) has a Larini aftermarker exhaust,
which adds some welcome rortto the soundrrack,
and the 1.8-litre engine feels stronger than the 1.6,
but the car is also heavier, so subjectively there’s
not much in it performance-wise.

With bigger wheels and tyres than the mki
{205 /455 on 16in rims), the whole drving
experience is weightier, the ride firmer and busier,
thie steering more direcr. It's not quite as wy-hke
25 the mk1, more hunkered down toothe rosd as
it strings the cormers together, butics obviously
from the same gene-poal and you can still clearly
feel the tyres working.

*Cimip 15 slightly higher," savs Bovingdon, Tt
not so much that it suddenly feels all geip and
niy FII'H:?':ﬂ:. .I-I“:Tl'lh' a4 |Ti: e 'I.I[I.IJL‘fS‘lL"L'r 0n a
steady thrattle than in the very tail-led mkl, and
the transition w oversteer is a bir quicker than |
remember, but ic's sull a car you can exploir ac low
speeds. CGreat fun, bur not gquire as magical as the
ariginal.

Climbs into the mk3 and you're stcruck not
just by the superior marerials and air of greater
sophistication, bur also by the fact thae the
scurtle’s 4 lot higher, which immediately makes it
feel like a bigger, taller car. The spec sheers show
ir’s 20mm longer, 40mm wider and 20mm wller
than the outgoing model, though perhaps mone
significantly it has a considerably wider track, by
75mm at the front and 55mm at the rear

It's worth restating thae, as we found during Car
of the Year, there's not a great deal wrong with
the new MX-5% ultimate on-limit handling. As

[Mazdn Mx-Es]

Bovingdon demonstrates for the henefit of Kenny
P’s camera, the mk3 is still easily controllable
when the tail kicks loose. [t's the handling
progression before it reaches thar point, and the
feedback it gives you on the way, that concerns
us. As Jethro says, the steerning is darry bur almost
devord of feedback, and it feels like the car's
centre of gravity is about a foor wo high. Despite
the often jigely secondary nde, there's lots of
hady rall {more at the rear than the front), and a
tendency ﬁlr{luitl: :iim.:nuﬂ:r.ting CUTTI-IN (VETRISeT.
It's almose ag though this has been engineered-in
1o make the mk3 feel less inere.

‘Dioing the cornering shots with stability eantral
off, the 2.0 Sport was lirerally sideways as soon
as [ purlock on ro ger around the corner, the soft
rear obviously upser by the quick sweering,’ savs
Bovingdon. *Less undersreer than the mk2 then,
but U'd rather feel the forces building up through
the front tyres than have w instnctively wind-on
apposite lock, Lunderstand Mazda didn't wanr
to grive the new MX-5 too much grip, bur the
handling balance feels forced, unnararal!

And then there's the 1A, ‘Although the 18 rides
much better, there are no electronics w hide s
handling pecubiarities,” says Bosher, ‘At low speeds
it behaves muech the same a8 the Sport, butin
quicker corners [ found it unnerving: On more
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Whe said a 120bhp car can't be intimidating?’ @




